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ADVISORY GROUP MEETS 


The AFML Advisory Group (Dr. Davison, Col. St. John, 
Dr. Bibby, Captain Kellum, Dr. Shryock, Miss Doe, Colonel 
Duff, Dr. Meyer, Lt. Col. Rogers) held their second meet- 
ing at the Library on 16 January 1953. 


The Deputy Surgeon General of the Army,after discus- 
sion with the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council, had 
asked that the Advisory Group review the mission of the 
Library in detail, along with the question of the need of 
the Library for basic legislation. Also to be considered 
were future workloads of the Library, and their personnel 
and budgetary implications. 


The Advisory Group spent an arduous day drafting a 
report,and identifying certain areas in which they wished 
the Chairman to supply additional data and information. 
A redraft of the report,incorporating recommended changes 
and additions, is now being circulated to members of the 
Group for their final review and concurrence. The report 
is due at the SGO by 15 February. 


EXHIBIT PROGRAM 


Exhibits prepared by the Armed Forces Medical Library 
fall into several categories. They may illustrate the 
functions of the Library or a specific segment of it; com- 
memorate a person or an event; explain a new theory, an 
apparatus, or a therapeutic measure. Many exhibits are 
historical in character, while others depict the latest 
developments. Some are built entirely by the staff of the 
Library ,but many are constructed with the help of the Med- 
ical Illustration Service of the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology, the Smithsonian Institution, the Library of 
Congress, and private institutions. Depending upon the 
nature of the exhibition, the displays differ also--in one 
type printed material may be used alone, while in others 
artefacts are combined with the books. 





inting cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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Since 1949 members of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
staff have prepared approximately fifty exhibits, most 
of them being displayed for a month in the’ small exhibit 
Space at the head of the stairs leading to the Library, | 








Although the largest percent has been arranged by the Ref- lic 
erence Division, which is in charge of exhibits, extremely the 
interesting exhibits have been made by the Acquisition, wor 
Administrative, Catalog, Index-Catalogue, and History of ass 
Medicine Divisions, and by the AFIP's Medical Museun. exh 
Some of the subjects for exhibits in the past few years: Exa 
Medical Bookplates; Mary Toft; George Sarton: Rudolf sed 
Virchow; Stereoscopy; Pharmacopeias; Leonardo da Vinci; cha 
Lobotony ; Antibiotics; Music and Medicine; Physicians als 
to the Presidents; George Urdang; Psychosurgery; and Bed- 
lam Hospital. 
Fra 
In building exhibits about the Library, the Medical the 
Illustration Service has been extremely helpful. Under the 
direction of Mr. Herman Van Cott, MIS has constructed | 
three traveling units, one of which won an Honorable Men- | 
tion Award at the American Medical Association meeting in 
1952. At present, Mr. Van Cott is conferring regularly with 
a Library-wide Committee about a large exhibit to be shown stac 
at the First International Congress on Medical Librarian- olde 
ship in London in July 1953.O0ther exhibits have been shown were 
at the meetings of the Association of Military Surgeons, | of |} 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, American | for 
Physiotherapy Association, Medical Library Association,and | whi 
Association of Medical Record Librarians. In 
frol 
REFERENCE SERVICES ro 
At 
Here at the Library we are trying to give special po 
prompt handling to all inquiries received from physicians die 
who are serving in the combat area. There is a steady flow . a 
of requests from Korea; these concern coccidioidomycosis, | of 
relapsing fever, paragonimiasis, leprosy, amebic hepatitis, how 


malnutrition and traumatic injuries, among other things. 
Carefully selected lists of literature are prepared in 
reply, along with photoprints of a few of the most compre- 
hensive or pertinent articles. These are mailed out as soon inf 
as possible with a supply of forms on which additional se- 





and 

lections for photocopying may be indicated. exa 
rap 

At the same time, some curious requests of a quite | Par 
different nature are received, which require a considerable in 
expenditure of effort, One recent request for Nova Acta The 
Physico-Medica Academiae Caesareae Leopoldino Carolinae fan 
Naturae Curiosum Exhibientia Ephemerides called for a good aro 
bit of sleuthing through various title changes and sources of 
before the Serials Section finally found the item under the dis 
entry Kaiserliche Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher zu tio 
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FEBRUARY EXHIBIT EXPLAINS PHOTODUPLICATION SERVICE 


The exhibit for February is devoted to the photodup- 
lication services of the Library. To show the extent of 
the service, the exhibit features a relief map of the 
world depicting the countries served, and contains an 
assortment of the foreign postage stamps received. The 
exhibit also shows the types of reproduction available. 
Examples of photostats, photoprints, lantern slides, pic- 
torial illustrations and microfilm are on display. A 
chart of the growth of the photoduplication service is 
also shown, 


The entire exhibit was planned and prepared by Miss 
Frances Corrigan of the Photoduplication Section, under 
the direction of Mr. R. H. Eckenbach, Head of the Section. 


MORE SPACE PROBLEMS 


Another 20,000 volumes have been moved from the main 
stacks to one of the temporary buildings across the street; 
older and less-used serials which have ceased publication 
were chosen for the move. This makes way for a large number 
of periodicals which have been due back from the bindery 
for many months, and gives us a short period of grace in 
which we may expect to be able to shelve new accessions. 
In the last year, a total of 40,000 volumes were shifted 
from one building to another,not counting the many internal 
shifts which have occurred This can only have a depress- 
ing effect on the efficiency of our housekeeping operations. 
At the same time, we are laying plans for utilization of 
more of the main building at such time as the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology may move out to new quarters. As one 
discouraged staff member put it, "On Monday and Wednesday 
I spend my time trying to figure out how to move books out 
of the main building, and on Tuesday and Thursday I plan on 
how to bring them back." 


Another aspect of our space problems, referred to only 
infrequently in the past, is our inability to provide space 
and service for special long term use of the Library. An 
example in point is the recent compilation of a bibliog- 
raphy on submarine medicine, under the auspices of the De- 
partment of the Navy. A Navy bibliographical team worked 
in the Library on this project for about a year and a half. 
The team had its headquarters at a desk under the cooling 
fan on the second deck of the main stacks,where pages edged 
around them as they shelved books;where there was the noise 
of getting material ready for the bindery, as well as' the 
distracting hum of the fan, and where the lighting condi- 
tions were horrible. There are no carrels or other similar 
working space available in the entire Library. 





COMMITTEE WORK AT AFML 


It has long been a practice for administrators, in 
many fields, to make use of staff committees to secure? 
"horizontal communication within each level and... through 
every level of activity..-.- Coordination is best assured 
where representatives of functional groups which are di- 
rectly affected by or are involved in carrying out ney 
policies are parties to the decision-reaching process, " 
[Ordway Tead. The Art of Administration, 1951.] Such use 
of committees iS not new at AFML, but the number of con- 
mittees has grown more rapidly of late. The following 
committees have been active during the past year: 

Committee on Scope and Coverage. [AFML NEWS, 

December 1952-]7~ oGigiom 

Committee on Subject Headings. [AFML NEWS, 
January 1953.J ne if 

Binding Committee. To study policy on binding ad- 
vertisements in journals; on treatment of books’ issued in 
parts over a long period of time; on binding those serials 
which contain special issues, parts, or supplements. 

Committee on Staff Education. To make recommendation 
on, and draw up schedules for, in-service training of staff 
personnel. 

Committee on Security. To study those problems bear- 
ing on the Security of the Library's personnel and collec- 
tions. 

Committee for Special Exhibit. To plan the Library's 
exhibit to be shown at the First International Congress on 
Medical Librarianship to be held in London in July 1953. 

Committee on Charity Collections. A permanent commit- 
tee to administer and coordinate charity collections. 

Committee on Biobibliography Collection. To study ways 
and means Of weeding and relocating the Biobibliography Col- 
lection, a project which is fraught with more obstacles and 
difficulties than one might suspect at first glance. 

Committee on Indefinite Loans to Departmental Offices. 
To study the fiscal, legal, and practical aspects of AFL's 
obligations to provide long term loans of library materials 
to various offices of the Department of Defense. 














In addition, the three Assistant Librarians meet 
regularly with the Chief Librarian to consider Library -wide 
problems. And it must be remembered that none of the 
"extra curricular" activities such as the Staff Association 
and the Credit Union, with their numerous committees all 
filled by Library personnel, are here considered. 


CLASSIFICATION ADDITIONS AND CHANGES 


The second list of Additions and Changes to the first 
edition of the Army Medical Library Classification has been 
prepared and is available free of Charge to anyone interest- 
ed. Copies of the first list of Additions and Changes, 
issued in January 1952. are also available. Requests for 
either list should be addressed to the Catalog Division, 


Armed Forces Medical Library, 7th Street and 


Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington 25, D.C, 
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